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European Academia/ 
Research Centers Ranking

7 EU-based research centers rank amongst Top 10 globally



While Europe has excellent research centers in plant 
science, the EU policy regarding down-stream 
development and commercialization may put the 
development if a competitive agriculture at risk
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Issues

– Achieving yield increase and preserving yield stability 
in a sustainable way will require a holistic approach

– Europe needs a transparent, science-based approval 
process for GM crops



World Economic Forum (WEF)

– According to WEF
- 8Bn people by 2025
- The world population quadrupled from 1900 until 2000
- Water consumption multiplied by factor 9 in the same 

period
- 2.8 Bn or 44% of the world population live in area with 

water scarcity
- 67% of global water is used in agriculture
Source: World Economic Forum World Bank



– 1 kg of beef meat requires 15,000 l water
– 1 cotton T-shirt requires 2,700 l water
– 1 cup of coffee requires 140 l water

Water a Critical Resource



– Forecast is that by 2025, water scarcity will reduce 
agricultural production by 30%

– Meat-based diet requires double the amount of water (i.e. 
5,400 l) than a vegetative-based diet

– FAO forecasts that ag production needs to double

Water a Critical Resource
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